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October 14, 2025
REACH

REACH is the European Union (EU) Regulation for Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction
of Chemicals. It was enacted on 1st June 2007 to streamline and improve the EU’s former legislative
framework on chemicals. REACH places greater responsibility on industry to manage the risks that
chemicals may pose to health and the environment.

REACH Registration

The Timken Company bearings are considered to be articles as defined in REACH Article 3(3). An article
is defined under the REACH Regulation as “an object which during production is given a special shape,
surface or design which determines its function to a greater degree than does its chemical content.”

An article requires registration under the REACH Regulation if the article contains a substance that is
intended to be released under normal or reasonably foreseeable conditions of use (Article 1(1)).

The Timken Company bearings are not designed to release substances under normal and reasonably
foreseeable conditions of use. Therefore, the requirements of REACH Article 7(1)(b) for registration of
substances contained in these articles does not apply.

REACH Notification

An article requires notification under the REACH Regulation if it contains a substance on the latest
Candidate List of Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC) and the substance is present in
concentrations greater than 0.1 percent by weight/weight (%w/w) (Article 7(2)).

The Timken Company bearings manufactured with brass cages are articles that may contain lead in
concentrations greater than 0.1 % w/w. However, the SVHC in these bearings are not expected to
exceed the 1 tonne per year import threshold. In addition, notice is not required if exposure to humans
or the environment can be “excluded” during “normal or reasonably foreseeable conditions of use
including disposal” (Article 7(3)). It is general knowledge that the main routes of lead exposure are
through ingestion & inhalation, which are not expected during normal or foreseeable conditions of use.
Therefore, these bearings do not require notification.

REACH Communication

Article 33(1) of the REACH Regulation imposes communication requirements on the manufacturer of an
article containing more than 0.1% w/w of a SVHC. In such cases, the manufacturer must supply the
recipient of the article with sufficient information, to allow safe use of the article including, as a
minimum, the name of that substance. Similarly, Article 33(2) requires the manufacturer to supply this
information to a consumer of the article upon request. This letter and the following statement are
meant to satisfy these requirements:

The Timken Company bearings manufactured with brass cages are articles that may contain lead in
concentrations greater than 0.1 % w/w.



SCIP

The EU Waste Framework Directive requires suppliers of articles containing substances on the
Candidate List in a concentration above 0.1 % w/w to submit a SCIP (Substances of Concern In articles,
as such or in complex objects (Products) notification.

SCIP Notification

The Timken Company bearings that include brass cages — the brass cage being an article in its own
right — may contain lead in the brass cage at concentrations greater than 0.1% w/w. Where applicable,
we have submitted the required SCIP notification(s) to the ECHA database.




